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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this 
application should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement filed 03/21/2005 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1.98(a)(1), which requires the following: (1) a list of all patents, publications, 
applications, or other information submitted for consideration by the Office; (2) U.S. 
patents and U.S. patent application publications listed in a section separately from 
citations of other documents; (3) the application number of the application in which the 
information disclosure statement is being submitted on each page of the list; (4) a 
column that provides a blank space next to each document to be considered, for the 
examiner's initials; and (5) a heading that clearly indicates that the list is an information 
disclosure statement. The information disclosure statement has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claims 1 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kallio (US-2002/01 47008). 

Regarding claim 1, Kallio discloses in a radio communication system (fig. 1-2) 
having a mobile node (MS 150) selectably operable to communicate data with a 
selected network ([0010]-[0012]) of a first group of first networks ([0028]-[0033]), the first 
networks of the first group of networks operable pursuant to a first communication 
scheme ([0028]-[0033]), and the radio communication system further having a second 
group of second networks ([0026]-[0027]), the second networks operable pursuant to at 
least a second communication scheme ([0026]-[0027]), an improvement of apparatus 
for facilitating selection of the selected network through which to effectuate 
communication of the data ([0010]-[0012]), said apparatus comprising: 

a second-network detector embodied at the mobile node and adapted to receive 
indications of second-network signals broadcast by at least selected ones of the second 
networks ([0034]-[0038]), the second-network signals containing second-network indicia 
identifying geographic positioning of the second networks ([0026]-[0027]), respectively, 
from which the second-network signals are broadcast ([0034]-[0038]), said second- 
network detector for detecting values of the second network indicia contained in the 
second-network signals, detection of the second-network indicia indicative also of the 
geographic positioning of the mobile node ([0034]-[0038]; also see figs. 1-5 and 
descriptions); 

a first-network detector also embodied at the mobile node, said first-network 
detector adapted to receive indications of first-network signals broadcast by at least 
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selected ones of the first networks ([0028]-[0033]), the first-network signals containing 
first-network identifying indicia identifying the first networks ([0034]-[0038]), respectively, 
from which the first-network signals are broadcast, said first-network detector selectably 
for detecting values of the first-network identifying indicia ([0034]-[0038]), detection of 
the first-network identifying indicia indicative also of which of the first-networks are 
potentially available through which to communicate ([0034]-[0038]; also see figs. 1-5 
and descriptions); and 

a selector adapted to receive indications of detections made by said first-network 
detector and indications of detections made by said second-network detector, said 
selector for selecting, responsive thereto, the selected network through which to 
effectuate the communication of the data ([0034]-[0038]; also see figs. 1-5 and 
descriptions). 

Regarding claim 15, Kallio discloses a method for facilitating selection of a 
selected network ([0010]-[0012]) through which to effectuate communication of data in 
a radio communication system (fig. 1-2), the radio communication system having a 
mobile node (MS 150) selectably operable to communicate the data with a selected 
network of a first group of first networks ([0028]-[0033]), the first networks of the first 
group of networks operable pursuant to a first communication scheme ([0028]-[0033]) 
and the radio communication system further having a second group of second 
networks ([0026]-[0027]), the second networks operable pursuant to at least a second 
communication scheme ([0026]-[0027]), said method comprising the operations of: 
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detecting values of second-network indicia contained in the second-network 
signals broadcast by at least selected ones of the second networks ([0034]-[0038]), the 
second-network indicia identifying geographic positioning of the second networks from 
which the second-network signals are broadcast ([0034]-[0038]; also see figs. 1-5 and 
descriptions); 

detecting values of first-network identifying indicia contained in first-network 
signals broadcast by at least selected ones of the first networks ([0034]-[0038]), the 
network identifying indicia identifying the first networks from which the first-network 
signals are broadcast ([0034]-[0038]; also see figs. 1-5 and descriptions); and 

selecting, responsive to the values detected during said operations of detecting, 
the selected network through which to effectuate the communication of the data ([0034]- 
[0038]; also see figs. 1-5 and descriptions). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-10, 12-14 and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kallio in view of Ahmavaara (US-2004/0066756). 
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Regarding claim 2, Kallio discloses the apparatus of claim 1 wherein the first 
networks of the first group each forms a wireless local area network ([0028]-[0033] and 
[0026]). But, Kallio does not particularly show each identified by a service set identifier 
and wherein the first-network identifying indicia contained in the first-network signals 
detected by said first network detector comprise values of the service set identifiers. 
However in analogous art, Ahmavaara teaches each identified by a service set identifier 
and wherein the first-network identifying indicia contained in the first-network signals 
detected by said first network detector comprise values of the service set identifiers 
[0005]; therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the system of Kallio as taught by Ahmavaara in 
order for the mobile node "to select the network to which to connect" or "to select the 
best network or to even have a feasible option of choosing from a list of provided 
network names" ([0005]-[0007]). 

Regarding claim 3, Kallio discloses the apparatus of claim 1 wherein the second 
networks of the second group of each forms a cellular-system network ([0025]-[0027]). 
But, Kallio does not particularly show wherein the second-network indicia contained in 
the second-network signals detected by said second network detector comprise 
country-code identifiers, identifying the geographic position in terms of country codes. 
However in analogous art, Ahmavaara teaches wherein the second-network indicia 
contained in the second-network signals detected by said second network detector 
comprise country-code identifiers, identifying the geographic position in terms of country 
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codes ([0007], [001 1]-[0020], and [0041]-[0093]; therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
system of Kallio as taught by Ahmavaara in order for the mobile node "may make 
automatic network selection based on preferences stored in a GSM subscriber identity 
module (SIM) or a universal subscriber identity module (USIM) made by the operator or 
by user. The UE allows the user to make a manual selection when the UE browses 
available PLMNs. The UE converts the PLMNs to user friendly network names from 
internal memory and the user selects the desired network" ([0005]-[0007]). 

Regarding claim 4, Kallio discloses the apparatus of claim 1. But, Kallio does not 
particularly show at least a first list maintained at the mobile node, the first list 
identifying first networks of the first group with which the mobile node is permitted to 
communicate the data, selection made by said selector made, in part, responsive to 
entries contained in the at least the first list. However, Ahmavaara teaches at least a 
first list maintained at the mobile node, the first list identifying first networks of the first 
group with which the mobile node is permitted to communicate the data, selection 
made by said selector made, in part, responsive to entries contained in the at least the 
first list [0005]; therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Kallio as taught by 
Ahmavaara in order for the mobile node "to select the network to which to connect" or 
"to select the best network or to even have a feasible option of choosing from a list of 
provided network names" ([0005]-[0007]). 
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Regarding claim 5, Kallio and Ahmavaara disclose the apparatus of claim 4. 
Ahmavaara further teaches wherein the at least the first list comprises the first list and 
at least a second list, the first list identifying first networks of the first group associated 
with a first level of preference and the second list identifying first-networks of the first 
group associated with a second level of preference, said selector for selecting the 
selected network, if available, from the first list prior to selection of the selected network 
from the second list ([0010]-[0020], and [0041]-[0093]). 

Regarding claim 6, Kallio and Ahmavaara disclose the apparatus of claim 4. 
Ahmavaara further teaches wherein the at least the first list comprises the first list, the 
second list, and at least a third list, said selector further for selecting the selected 
network from the second list, if available, prior to selection of the selected network from 
the third list ([0010]-[0020], and [0041]-[0093]). 

Regarding claim 7, Kallio and Ahmavaara disclose the apparatus of claim 4. 
Ahmavaara further teaches wherein the entries formed of the first networks of said at 
least the first list have indexed together herewith geographic identifiers that identify 
geographic areas associated with the first networks [0005]. 

Regarding claim 8, Kallio and Ahmavaara disclose the apparatus of claim 4. 
Ahmavaara further teaches wherein the selection made by said selector is made 
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responsive to comparisons of the values of the second-network indicia detected by 
said second-network selector with the geographic identifiers indexed together with the 
entries of the at least the first list ([0010]-[0020], and [0041]-[0093]). 

Regarding claim 9, Kallio discloses the apparatus of claim 1. But, Kallio does not 
particularly show wherein the mobile node comprises a preferred second-network list, 
the preferred second-network list identifying second networks, the second network 
signals, of which the indications are detected by said second-network detector, are 
broadcast by second-networks listed on the preferred second network list. However, 
Ahmavaara teaches wherein the mobile node comprises a preferred second-network 
list, the preferred second-network list identifying second networks, the second network 
signals, of which the indications are detected by said second-network detector, are 
broadcast by second-networks listed on the preferred second network list ([0010]- 
[0020], and [0041]-[0093]); therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Kallio as 
taught by Ahmavaara in order for the mobile node "to select the network to which to 
connect" or "to select the best network or to even have a feasible option of choosing 
from a list of provided network names" ([0005]-[0007]). 

Regarding claim 10, Kallio and Ahmavaara disclose the apparatus of claim 4. 
Ahmavaara further teaches wherein the second networks are operated by network 
operators, wherein the first networks are operated by first network operators [0005], 
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and wherein selected ones of the operators of the second networks [0007] at least 
maintain associations with selected ones of the operators of the first networks ([0010]- 
[0020], and [0041]-[0093]), said selector further selectably for selecting the selected 
network responsive to the at least the associations ([0010]-[0020], and [0041]-[0093]). 

Regarding claim 12, Kallio and Ahmavaara disclose the apparatus of claim 10. 
Ahmavaara further teaches wherein the mobile node comprises a preferred second- 
network list, the preferred second-network list identifying second networks, ordered in 
terms of order of preference, and wherein said selector selects the selected network 
responsive to entries contained in the preferred second-network list and associations 
between operators of the entries listed thereon and operators of first networks ([0010]- 
[0020], and [0041]-[0093]). 

Regarding claim 1 3, Kallio and Ahmavaara disclose the apparatus of claim 12. 
Ahmavaara further teaches wherein said selector selects the selected network 
responsive to a most-preferred, available entry listed at the preferred second-network 
list ([0010]-[0020], and [0041]-[0093]). 

Regarding claim 14, Kallio discloses the apparatus of claim 13 wherein said 
selector selects as the selected network a first network whose operator maintains an 
association with the most-preferred, available entry listed at the preferred second- 
network list ([0010]-[0020], and [0041]-[0093]). 
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Regarding claim 16, Kallio and Ahmavaara disclose the method of claim 15. But, 
Kallio does not particularly show the operation of forming at least a first list at the 
mobile node, the first list identifying first networks of the first group with which the 
mobile node is permitted to communicate, selection made during said operation of 
selecting responsive, in part, responsive to entries contained in the at least the first list. 
However, Ahmavaara teaches the operation of forming at least a first list at the mobile 
node, the first list identifying first networks of the first group with which the mobile node 
is permitted to communicate, selection made during said operation of selecting 
responsive, in part, responsive to entries contained in the at least the first list [0005]; 
therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Kallio as taught by Ahmavaara in order for 
the mobile node "to select the network to which to connect" or "to select the best 
network or to even have a feasible option of choosing from a list of provided network 
names" ([0005]-[0007]). 

Regarding claim 17, Kallio and Ahmavaara disclose the method of claim 16. 
Ahmavaara further teaches wherein the entries formed of the first networks of the at 
least the first list formed during said operation of forming have indexed together 
therewith geographic identifiers that identify geographic areas associated with the first 
networks [0005]. 
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Regarding claim 18, Kallio and Ahmavaara disclose the method of claim 17. 
Ahmavaara further teaches wherein selection made during said operation of selecting 
is made responsive to values of the second-network indicia detected during said 
operation of detecting the values of the second-network indicia with the geographic 
identifiers indexed together with the entries of the at least the first list ([0007], [001 1]- 
[0020], and [0041]-[0093]. 

Regarding claim 19, Kallio and Ahmavaara disclose the method of claim 18. 
Ahmavaara further teaches wherein the second networks are operated by network 
operators, wherein the first networks are operated by first network operators [0005], 
and wherein selected ones of the operators of the second networks at least maintain 
associations with selected ones of the operators of the first networks [0007], selection 
made during said operation of selecting further responsive to the at least the 
associations ([0010]-[0020], and [0041]-[0093]). 

Regarding claim 20, Kallio discloses the method of claim 19 wherein the mobile 
node maintains a preferred second-network list, the preferred second-network list 
identifying second networks in terms of order of preference, and wherein selection 
made during said operation of selecting of the selected network is responsive to entries 
contained in the preferred second-network list and associations between operators of 
the entries listed thereon and operators of the first networks ([0010]-[0020], and [0041]- 
[0093]). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1 1 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claim 1 1, the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious the 
claimed limitations that the apparatus of claim 10 wherein said selector further selects 
the selected network responsive to the at least associations when entries contained in 
the at least the first list fail to identify any first networks amenable to form the selected 
network. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a) Gallagher discloses a method for selecting a wireless communication network (see 
specification). 

b) Sagi discloses a method for handoff between wireless communication networks 
(see specification). 

c) Lehikoinen discloses a method for obtaining location-dependent services information 
by using a mobile station (see specification). 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huy Q Phan whose telephone number is 571-272-7924. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on 571-272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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